December 2011
Dear St. Felix Alumni,

As we prepare for the coming of the baby Jesus on Christmas day, many of us reflect on the many blessings we have been given over the years - the blessings of faith, family, good friends and the successes we have achieved in our lives.  One of the blessings we cherish is the wonderful education we received at St. Felix School.  

Fond memories of our years at St. Felix are what prompt many of us to develop a St. Felix Alumni Foundation to enable members to stay in touch and continue our support for a Catholic education in Wabasha.

The alumni foundation organizing committee continues to work on the development of a structure that will foster a continuing connection between alumni as well as between the school and alumni.

The cookout/picnic we held in July of 2010 during the Riverboat Days weekend was enjoyed by all who attended and so we will be having a repeat in 2012. Be sure to put July 29 (5:30PM) on your calendar.  That weekend seems to draw a lot of alumni back to Wabasha, so you will be most welcome.   

We thank you for your continuing support of Catholic education at St. Felix School and we hope you will stay in touch with St. Felix.  

We can always use some good old St. Felix stories, so if you have one you’d like to share, please send it in.  You can email us at: alumni@stfelixschool.org or write to us at: Alumni at St. Felix School, 103 3rd Street East, Wabasha, MN 55981.  And please look for all the updated school news at www.stfelixschool.org 

Have a most blessed Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
The Organizers

St. Felix Alumni Foundation

Opportunity to Support Catholic Education

Catholic United Financial (CUF), a fraternal life insurance company for Catholics, is showing the love for religious education in 2012.  CUF is hoping to raise $500,000 through the annual Catholic Schools Raffle in January and February.  100% of the proceeds of the raffle go straight to the participating schools and lucky ticket buyers win terrific prizes.  One person will win a car or $25,000.

CUF is also showing support through the sales of life insurance products.  When purchasing a qualifying life insurance policy and becoming a member of CUF, the company will make a $25.00 donation to the Catholic school or religious education program of your choice.
Visit www.catholicunitedfinancial.org  or contact local Independent Agent Jeff Plank at 507-457-0413, or email jplank@catholicunitedfinancial.org 
St. Felix School Highlights

· New 6th grade teacher, Ms. Ashley Holmgren, a graduate of U-W River Falls and granddaughter of Bertha Danckwart who taught at St. Felix for many years.

· New 5th grade teacher, Ms. Kelly Smith, a graduate of St. Mary’s University, Winona.

· Fall Festival broke all previous fund raising records, bringing in nearly $100,000.

· Students went beyond their school Marathon goal and raised $10,500.

· Students set a record in the Fall Food Drive, bringing in 1145 pounds of food for the Wabasha Area Food Shelf.

· Students donated shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child.

· Students in grades K-3 performed their Thanksgiving play for the Wabasha nursing homes.

· A Diocesan-wide rosary campaign kicks off on December 8th, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  Students will pray the rosary at 2PM on that day, along with the children at all the other Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Winona.  The campaign culminates with 4th, 5th and 6th graders competing in an essay contest during Catholic Schools' week with the winner enjoying a pizza party with Bishop Quinn.
· The annual Christmas musical performances are on December 15th and 16th.  This year’s musical is called “The Miraculous Christmas Wish Radio Show”.

· Preschool has expanded to all day, everyday for 3 year olds.  This year there are 11 preschool students (age 3) and 16 pre-K students (age 4).

· Knights of Columbus donated proceeds from their fall pancake breakfast to help pay for student Bibles in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade classrooms.
· The Mildred J. Pike Charitable Fund of the Catholic Community Foundation donated money to St. Felix for religious education materials which will allow us to update our religion curriculum. 
· Summer 2011 saw the replacement of the ORIGINAL furnace in the school.

· New principal Mrs. Tisha Frost was hired to replace Marsha Stenzel, who became Director of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Winona.  Mrs. Frost comes to us from Notre Dame University.   Tisha is a native of Chatfield, MN. She is married to Ben Frost, the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the Diocese of Winona.  They have two children, Hollis (3) and Greta (2) with another baby due in April.
